Advocating for Change: Crafting a Compelling Letter to
Your MP in Support of CatsMatter

Cat lovers and animal advocates are deeply concerned about the safety and well-being of
their feline companions on the roads. Unlike dogs, there is currently no legal requirement for
drivers to report incidents involving cats. This gap in the law has serious consequences for
the welfare of cats and the responsibilities of drivers. If you are passionate about this issue,
writing to your Member of Parliament (MP) can make a real difference. This guide will help
you craft a powerful letter that urges your MP to support the #CatsMatter campaign.

Understanding the Importance of Reporting Cat Incidents

In many places, laws require drivers to report hitting a dog. Unfortunately, the same does not
apply to cats. This lack of legal protection puts cats at greater risk severely decreases their
chances of receiving timely medical attention, and significantly increases the burden on
caregivers and rescue organizations.

The #CatsMatter campaign aims to change this by advocating for legislation requiring drivers
to report any collisions with cats. This would not only increase accountability for drivers but
also enhance protection for these vulnerable animals. When MPs support this initiative, they
are standing up for animal welfare and affirming that all pets deserve respect and care.

Why MPs Should Support Changes in the Law

1. Animal Welfare: Promptly reporting incidents helps injured cats receive necessary
medical attention. For example, studies indicate that if an injured cat is treated within
the first 24 hours, their recovery chances improve by 50%.

2. Public Safety: By educating drivers about their responsibilities toward all animals on
the road, we can promote a culture of caution, contributing to safer streets for pets and
people alike.

3. Community Engagement: Supporting this legislation shows that MPs listen to their
constituents. Demonstrating responsiveness can foster trust and engagement in the
community, essential for displaying good governance.

4. Setting Precedents: Advocating for equal treatment of cats in the law can lead to
further advancements in animal rights. It opens the door for more comprehensive
protective measures that could benefit all animals in the future.

Tips for Writing a Convincing Letter to Your MP

If you feel intimidated about writing to your MP, don’t worry. You can manage it by
following this structured approach, making the task more straightforward and there is also an
example template at the end of this piece of advice.

1. Do Your Research



Before writing, take time to understand your MP's views on animal welfare. Knowing their
position will help you tailor your message effectively. Find out if they have previously
supported any initiatives related to animal care or legislative changes.

2. Address Your MP Formally

Start your letter with a respectful greeting such as "Dear [MP's Name],".

3. Be Clear and Concise

Clearly state the purpose of your letter at the beginning. Explain that you are writing to
advocate for the #CatsMatter campaign and the necessity of legislation requiring drivers to
report incidents involving cats.

4. Share Personal Experiences

Personal stories can add authenticity to your letter. If you or someone you know has
experienced a cat-related incident, share that experience to highlight the urgency of this
change.

5. Include Statistics and Facts

Use relevant statistics or studies to back up your argument. For example, an estimated
230,000 cats are involved in accidents each year, highlighting the urgent need for change.

6. Make a Direct Request

Clearly state what you want your MP to do. Ask them to support a legal requirement for
drivers to report hitting a cat, similar to existing laws for dogs.

7. Encourage Further Dialogue

Invite your MP to discuss this issue in more detail. Express your willingness to meet or have
a conversation about the topic, showing your commitment to promoting animal welfare.
Should you not wish to do this, we are always happy to speak to MPs either face to face or
via an online meeting platform if necessary, and confirm we will always be happy to speak
further to them.

8. Close with Respect

End your letter with a courteous closing such as "Sincerely" or "Kind regards," followed by
your name and contact information to facilitate a response.

Sample Outline for Your Letter (1 of 2)

To help you get started, here’s a simple outline of your letter:

Dear [MP’s Name],



| am writing to address the lack of legal requirements for drivers to report incidents involving
cats, similar to the existing laws for dogs. As an advocate for animal welfare, | strongly
support the #CatsMatter campaign.

[Insert a personal story or relevant statistics, such as “Each year, an estimated 230,000 cats
are injured on the roads, often without any medical assistance.”]

| believe that requiring drivers to report hitting a cat would not only safeguard these animals
but also promote responsibility among road users.

| urge you to support this vital legislative change, and | would welcome the chance to discuss
this further with you.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]

[Your Contact Information]

Taking Action for Our Feline Friends

Writing to your MP is an important step toward changing animal rights legislation. By
presenting your case clearly and passionately, you can help raise awareness around the
#CatsMatter campaign and encourage your MP to support necessary legal changes.
Remember, every voice counts; your advocacy can ensure that all animals, including cats,
receive the protection and respect they deserve.

By taking the time to write this letter, you are not only voicing your opinion; you are giving a

voice to all cats deserving better. Let’s work together to encourage our MPs to take
meaningful action for animals in need!

TEMPLATE (2 of 2)
[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, Postcode]



[Email Address]
[Date]
Dear [MP's Name],

As a cat lover, it’s tough to face the reality of the dangers our furry friends encounter while
exploring outside. One of the most alarming risks is the chance of being hit by a car. Many
people know that drivers must report accidents involving dogs or livestock, but the same isn’t
true for cats in the UK. Currently, the law does not require drivers to stop and report
accidents involving cats, which brings us to a critical question: shouldn’t UK law change to
mandate the reporting of cats hit by cars?

Changing the laws regarding reporting accidents can create a more compassionate framework
for our relationships with these animals. Recognizing that cats hold the same emotional
weight as dogs encourages more responsible driving practices. It promotes awareness that
these animals are valued and deserve protection, just like any other family member.

Losing a cat due to a vehicle poses an emotional burden that can be overwhelming for
families. Creating a system that guarantees reporting could provide closure for grieving pet
owners, allowing them to understand what happened to their feline companions, but most
importantly it would ensure that cats received the help they deserve. In modern Britain, it is
simply not right that drivers can legally leave cats scared, alone and pain roadside.

As a concerned local constituent of yours, | would urge you to support CatsMatter's initiative
to mandate reporting for cats involved in car accidents and advocate for this issue in
Parliament. More can be found on their website at www.catsmatter.org.

Yours Sincerely,

[Your Name]

You can find the name and address via search engines such as Google, or simply use the free
website www.writetothem.com which is a free service that will generate the email contacts of
your local MP, MS/AS, MLA or MSP. Please feel free to contact us further should you need
further information or guidance. We are always happy to help and get involved — every single
voice counts!

Thank you for speaking up for the cats of the UK!

#CatsMatter


http://www.catsmatter.org/
http://www.writetothem.com/




